
Sagebrush 
There are several species of Sagebrush found in Uinta County, 
Wyoming. Most of the species in our area are shrubs but some species 
are perennial herbs.  
 
Due to the small size of the flowers, some may not recognize Sagebrush 
as a flowering plant. Sagebrush, genus Artemisia, is a member of the 
Aster/Composite family. Plants of this family (the Sunflower family), 
have floral heads composed of many smaller flowers (ray and/or disk 
flowers). Sagebrush plants have clusters of small flowering heads, each 
head containing a number of small disk flowers but lacking ray flowers. 
 
The most common type of Sagebrush in our area is Artemisia 
tridentata, or Big sagebrush, characterized by three-lobed leaves (thus 
tridentata meaning tri-dentate, or three-toothed). As described in our 
July 2020 newsletter, there are three varieties of Big sagebrush. 
Wyoming big sagebrush (A. tridentata var. wyomingensis) is the state 
shrub of Wyoming. It is very common and grows in dry areas in our 
valleys, deserts, and mountains. Mountain big sagebrush (A. tridentata 
var. vaseyana) grows in higher mountain meadows and slopes. The 
leaves of Mountain big sagebrush fluoresce under a black light when 
they are crushed and placed in a cup of water. Basin big sagebrush (A. 
tridentata var. tridentata) typically grows in deeper soils in valley 
bottoms along old fences, ditches or near seasonally moist areas.  
 
Other species of Sagebrush also have three-lobed leaves. Some species 
have more than three linear dissections of each leaf and some species 
have linear, unlobed leaves. The species vary in the amount of hair or 
tomentum covering the leaf, stem, and floral surfaces. The aromatic 
smell of Sagebrush is slightly variable but common among all species. 
Basin big sagebrush can grow up to 7 feet tall, whereas Fringed 
sagebrush (Artemisia frigida) is a mat forming species that grows up to 
16 inches tall in dry rocky places often on windblown hilltops. 


