
 The Uinta County Conservation District is now accepting applications for the Community En-
hancement Grant Program.  Applications can be written for any amount up to $5,000.    
 The purpose of the grant program is to provide the opportunity to local groups and organizations to 
get great projects on the ground.  We know there are a lot of great ideas for conservation projects out there 
that could become a reality with a little bit of financial support.  For several years, UCCD has offered grants 
for these projects with an overwhelming response from community members and as a result, many great 
projects have been completed.  UCCD would like to continue to offer an opportunity for our constituents to 
complete projects that benefit the public and promote sound resource stewardship.  
 Projects that address soil erosion, water quality and quantity, vegetation resources, energy conser-
vation, wildlife habitat or that beautify the natural landscape along public corridors will be given priority.  
Projects that provide natural resource related educational opportunities will also be eligible. The possibilities 
are endless and we encourage you to “think outside the box”! All projects must be completed within the 
boundaries of Uinta County. 
 The grants are open to any groups, teams, clubs, schools, partnering agencies, businesses, church 

groups, scout groups or other civic organizations with a sincere interest in making a difference.  UCCD will 
select well thought out projects that serve a wide variety of environmental stewardship goals. 
 For more information and an application, visit our website at www.uintacountycd.com, give us a 
call at 787-3070 or send an email; bharris@bvea.net.  Applications are due April 8th, 2019. 
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 The SNOTEL network is composed of over 800 automated data collection sites located in remote, 
high-elevation mountain watersheds in the western U.S. They are used to monitor snowpack, precipitation, 
temperature, and other climatic conditions. The data collected at SNOTEL sites are transmitted to a central 
database, called the Water and Climate Information System where they are used for water supply forecasting, 
maps, and reports. 

 SNOTEL sites are designed to operate unattended and without maintenance for a year or more. A 
typical SNOTEL remote site consists of measuring devices and sensors, an equipment shelter for the radio 
telemetry equipment, and an antenna that also supports the solar panels used to keep batteries charged.  

 A standard sensor configuration includes a snow pillow, a storage precipitation gage, and a tempera-
ture sensor. The snow pillow measures how much water is in the snowpack by weighing the snow with a 
pressure transducer. Devices in the shelter convert the weight of the snow into the snow's water equivalent -- 
that is, the actual amount of water in a given volume of snow. 

 SNOTEL stations also collect data on snow depth, all-season precipitation accumulation, and air 
temperature with daily maximums, minimums, and averages. Many enhanced SNOTEL sites are equipped to 
take soil moisture and soil temperature measurements at various depths, as well as solar radiation, wind 
speed, and relative humidity. The configuration at each site is tailored to the physical conditions, the climate, 
and the specific requirements of the data users. 

 The data collected at SNOTEL sites are generally reported multiple times per day, with some sen-
sors reporting hourly. For more information, an interactive map and sites of interest to Uinta County, visit the 
NRCS SNOTEL website at https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/. 

Snow Telemetry (SNOTEL) Network 
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Challenges Facing Control of Annual Grasses 

       Annual grasses are coming to the forefront of land management decisions for agencies and private 
individuals.  Cheatgrass and other winter annual grasses success depends on the availability of seeds, amount 
and timing of moisture, temperature and available nitrogen (Haferkamp, M.R., Rangelands 23(5)). The per-
fect storm for cheatgrass or other annual grasses is drought stressed perennial grasses, followed by a cool, 
wet fall and a dense seed biomass.  

 The majority of cheatgrass seeds will germinate in the late summer and early fall.  The seedlings 
will over-winter and begin growth in the early spring, out competing native vegetation for available soil nu-
trients and water.  This has been the cycle for several years in the Western United States.   Control efforts are 

being established and discussed throughout west, funding is being provided and various treatments are being 
applied, but where is the magic wand to make it go away?  The answer for annual grasses is like any invasive 

species, the approach has to be on a landscape, situational basis that explores all options in habitat improve-
ment. 

Herbicide and application costs 

 Effectiveness and labeling of herbicides.  Like any weed management program there is no silver 
bullet in the herbicide bag that will kill cheatgrass.  There are many different herbicide management strate-
gies, but they all have their strengths and weaknesses. Some of the most common herbicides used are Ima-
zapic, Glyphosate, and Indaziflam. 

Imazapic (Plateau or Panoramic) works on cheatgrass at a 7 oz. per acre rate if application timing is while 
the grass is dormant in the late summer, early fall and there has not been any green up.  These areas then 
should be monitored and possibly be treated every two years for regrowth of cheatgrass.  Imazapic can be 
harmful to other desirable cool season grasses so care has to be made concerning application rates and tim-
ing. 

Glyphosate (i.e. Roundup) at 6 to 14 oz. per acre will help in Cheatgrass control if applied early spring 
prior to seed production and prior to perennial grass green up.  Glyphosate has to be applied to actively 
growing plants in order to work.  If a plant is not green and growing glyphosate will not work, thus timing is 
critical.  

Indaziflam (Esplanade) is a product from the crop industry of Bayer that shows promise on the control of 
many annual grasses (i.e. cheatgrass, Ventenata, Medusahead).  Currently the label allows for use in open 
space parks, wildlife management areas, prairies and fire rehabilitation areas.  Grazing of livestock has not 
been allowed by the EPA, so the product is not useful in the majority of Uinta County as the county focus is 
multiple use of private and federal lands. Treatment areas in Colorado have seen results of cheatgrass control 
lasting for up to three years with desirable vegetation rejuvenating in their test plots.  Caution must be used 
with this chemical as it is also used as a bareground treatment at higher rates and can injure desirable forbs 
and grasses. 

 Every chemical listed has advantages and disadvantage associated with it and many times the limit-
ing factor landowners face is the cost of application and herbicide.  Application cost can range from $7 to 
$14 an acre with herbicide costs from $6.00 to $50 an acre.   

Restoration of sites 

Not every area treated with chemical will need re-vegetation.  Perennial plants will have a seed source that 
lies dormant until it receives the proper nutrients, sunlight and water to germinate. Controlling the cheatgrass 

provides the opportunity for the perennial forbs and 
grasses to establish. However, in some circumstances, 
solid infestations of cheatgrass and other annual grasses 

can deplete the native seed banks and reseeding of desir-
able species that will compete with cheatgrass may be 

needed.  Re-vegetation is costly, however, if there is not 
a seed bank, many times the first thing that establishes 

are invasive species that are as bad if not worse than 
cheatgrass.  Proper seed selection to the area is critical as 
well as the timing.  Moisture and soil profile are critical 

to establishment of desirable grasses.  Many times, ger-
mination of desirable forbs and grasses are failures due 

to environmental conditions. 

    Continued on bottom of page 5 
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Article submitted by Chris Aimone, Uinta County Weed & Pest 
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Hay Growers Workshop  
Coming Soon! 

 

UCCD will be partnering with Uinta County 

Weed & Pest to host a Hay Growers Workshop 

in February or March.  More information will 

be available as soon as we get the date set and 

workshop details worked out! Watch your mail, 

check our website or give us a call in the next 

few weeks! 

Upcoming Events for 2019 
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  Cheyenne - In Wyoming there are 59 waterbodies that are determined to be impaired by the Department of Environmen-
tal Quality (DEQ).  The Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts (WACD), is pleased to release the 2018 Wyoming Wa-
tersheds Progress report which highlights work by the Conservation Districts, landowners and communities across the state to 
rectify these water quality challenges.  
 During the three-year time span the report covers, there was an investment of over $30 million dollars and nearly 700 
Best Management Practices that were implemented. “The work at the local level is a demonstration of our commitment to improv-
ing and protecting water quality,” said Bobbie Frank, WACD Executive Director.  
 The 2018 report is an online Story Map which summarizes these efforts within Wyoming’s watersheds with impaired 
waterbodies by landowners, local Conservation Districts, and numerous local, state and federal partners.  The report includes pic-
tures and information about projects implemented and funding associated with those efforts, monitoring results, watershed plan-
ning efforts and maps illustrating the watersheds and the specific impaired waterbodies.   Many of these local watershed improve-
ment efforts involved landowners who place high priority on stewardship of their natural resources. “Our local efforts are greatly 
strengthened by landowner cooperation,” Frank said. “Together we can make improvements that benefit all users of the water 
system.”  
 To see the efforts that have been made locally in the Bear 
River Watershed, click on the Bear River Basin tab.  To see the work 
that has been done in the Blacks Fork Watershed, click on the Green 
River Basin tab.  Credit for the projects that have been implemented 
in Uinta County goes to the many landowners who have been willing 
to cooperate with the Conservation District as well as other agencies 
to get the work done and improve our local watersheds.  
 For more information and to view the 2018 Wyoming Wa-
tersheds Progress Report, there is a link on our website, or you can 
visit http://www.conservewy.com . To request a hard copy of the 
Executive Summary, contact Uinta County Conservation District. 
This report was funded in part with Clean Water Act 319 grant from the DEQ / US EPA.  

  Prepare Now….Plant Later 
 As I’m putting this newsletter together, the temperature is currently -9 degrees.  I’m guess-
ing that planting trees is the farthest thing from anyones mind, but now really is the best time to be 
thinking about what you want to plant when spring finally does arrive.   
 You can start by checking out our 2019 seedling tree order form to see what is available and 
decide what you want to accomplish with your planting.  Here’s a list of a few things you need to 
consider as you start your planting plan: 

• What do I want to accomplish with my planting? 

• Where will the planting go? 

• What type of soil is in the planting area? 

• How will I water my planting? 

• Are there any utilities or other buildings, structures or roads in the area? 

• How will I protect my trees from weather, insects, rodents, livestock or wildlife? 
 

 In addition, it is helpful to know what species of tree you want to plant and how many  you 
will need.  These can all be addressed in a planting plan that is done before you order.  If you need 
help with a planting design, give us a call and we can help!  Order forms are available at the office or 
on our website at www.uintacountycd.com.   

Seedling Order 
Deadline 

April 17, 2019 

Wyoming Watersheds Progress Report Available 

Annual Grasses continued from page 2 
Purchase of cheatgrass free vegetation 
 Cheatgrass has the same density as various grass seeds making it next to impossible for seed growers in the state of Wyo-
ming or other states to guarantee the seed they are providing is cheatgrass free.  Currently the state seed law allows up to 1200 
cheatgrass seeds per lb. of native seeds.  Re-vegetation is costly and the price of certified seed is very costly to the producers.  
Seed growers concern is if cheatgrass cannot be removed economically through their processes the cost and availability of seed 
will be cost prohibitive to reclamation efforts. 
Grazing of cheatgrass 
 Utilizing grazing as a tool can assist in the management of cheatgrass. Grazing cheatgrass in the early spring can decrease 
seed production and interrupt the life cycle.  Cheatgrass greens up in the spring and fall and cattle will congregate to those areas.  
Timing of movement of cattle must be considered in order to protect the germination of perennial grasses, otherwise more harm 
can occur to perennials than benefits. 
For more information, contact Chris Aimone with the Uinta County Weed & Pest at 307-789-9289.  You may also talk to Grant at 
the Uinta County Conservation District. 
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The theme for the 2019 Soil and Water Stewardship Poster Con-
test is “Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper”.  Contact Briar Harris or vis-
it our website for more information and tips on how to make a good 
poster!  Posters are due April 10th! 

Tire Water Tanks-Tough Enough for Wyoming! 
UCCD has several 12’ diameter rubber tire tanks available that can 
be used  to provide water to cattle, sheep, horses and other livestock, 
as well as wildlife in areas where water sources are not readily avail-
able. The tanks hold 1300-1400 gallons of water and are virtually 
indestructible resulting in a significant time and replacement cost 
savings for you.  The tanks are approved to use in NRCS cost share 
programs and can be used for Wyoming Water Development Small 
Water Projects as well as other water development programs availa-
ble through UCCD and other agencies.  The total cost per tank 
(including sales tax) is $682.50.  Please contact UCCD to reserve 
your tank today!  
 

The Wyoming Legislature is now in session. Visit https://www.wyoleg.gov/ to get the 
latest updates and to be involved in the legislative process. 


