
Scarlet gilia 
Scientific name: Ipomopsis aggregata (Pursh) V. Grant 
Common names: Scarlet gilia, Scarlet trumpet, Skyrocket, 
Honeysuckle, Skunk flower 
 
Scarlet gilia is a widespread and common wildflower in the 
Western U.S. This plant is characterized by its trumpet-like 
flowers, bright green foliage and finely dissected leaves which are 
identifiable even before flowering. Scarlet gilia grows in sagebrush 
and pine communities in well drained soils along hillsides, 
roadsides and trails at low to high elevations. This plant is a very 
drought tolerant but prefers full sun as it is not shade tolerant.  
 
Scarlet gilia can be found blooming late spring into the fall. 
Flowers can range from pale pink to salmon to scarlet (very rarely 
yellow). The base of the flower petals are fused together and form 
an elongated tube most commonly, but not exclusively, pollinated 

by hummingbirds and long-tongued 
moths. It is said that hummingbirds 
prefer the brighter colored flowers that usually appear early in the 
flowering season, and the moths are attracted to the lighter 
colored flowers which often appear later in the season, either on 
the same or different plants.  
 
This plant was first collected for a scientific specimen by Lewis and 
Clark in Idaho. It has been moved through several genre since it 
was first classified by Frederick Pursh in 1814, landing at one point 
in the genus Gilia. The common name Scarlet gilia has stuck with 

the plant even after its move to the genus 
Ipomopsis. The word ‘aggregat’ in Latin 
means assembled or brought together in 
flocks, most likely in reference to the 
cluster of flowers atop the plant.  The 
common name Skunk flower refers to the 
pungent skunk-like smell the leaves give 
off when picked or crushed. Individual 
flowers do not have the skunk-like odor 
but do have a droplet of nectar at the 
base of the tube which is often sucked 
out after the flower is picked, hence the 
common name Honeysuckle. 
 


